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Prez Message

I had a great time at this year’s conference in Marietta even
though Vicki was unable to make it due to the birth of our son
Cole. He was a week overdue and arrived on opening night of
the Conference. It’s funny how life turns your plans around.
But Baby Cole is doing great and keeping us busy. We appre-
ciate all the well wishes we received, and Vicki is looking
forward to seeing all of you at next year’s conference. Thank
you to all those who stepped up to see things went off without
a hitch.

Given the economic conditions | was surprised we had as
many members attend as we did. Thank you to those who made
it, and to those who did not, we hope to see you at Geneva on
the Lake in 2010 and the prospect of better times.

I admit I’m not a professional writer like the majority of
OWOers. | host a pre-recorded radio show weekly and have
done so for 15 years. My co-host Rick Combs and | have no
script nor do we have to write anything. Totally ad-lib. We can
be heard in 32 states at 5:00 a.m. on Saturday mornings, and
we follow “America’s Trucking Network.” Considering that, |
guess it doesn’t matter whether we can write or not. Rick
writes for a living though, but no one knows where.

I have a real job for which I do have to write. Business
letters, business emails, copy for sales materials and our web
site, responses to queries, disgruntled vendor responses, etc.,
etc. All of which Vicki has to review and proof before | send
because | think faster than | type, so | end up leaving words
out. My excuse is that it’s “my style” and | like how | write.
That never goes over well nor does she or anyone else agree.

Not being a writer per se, who knows what you might see in
my upcoming bi-monthly messages. At the first board meeting
I chaired, 1 was looking for some words for our new 2010
board, and Guy Denny promptly pointed out that “you
(meaning me) don’t need to say anything profound.” | said
okay and just welcomed everyone. Given Guy’s matter of fact
suggestion, don’t expect anything written that is profound, just
something to read since | have the cover of the newsletter to
fill.

by Chip Hart — OWO President

In closing, 1 would like to say that it [
was a pleasure having Celeste at the :
helm for two years, | have some big
shoes to fill (and not meaning hers
literally) but all those that preceded
me. | will insure that OWO remains
healthy, viable, and in front of a
constituency along with some new :
ones. | think we are important to Ohio £
and will continue to have a lasting -
impact through the efforts of our membership. Have a great
summer!

P.S. — If you did stories on Marietta or have some appearing
in the future, 1 am sure the CVB would love to have a tear
sheet.

Summer Board Meeting

The summer board meeting will be held at Guy Denny’s home
on August 16 at 11:00 a.m. Any member who has a concern or
suggestion should contact PRESIDENT CHIP HART, and | am
sure it will be given consideration. His phone number and address
are in your new directory!!!

Dib You KNow? ...

It says in the new Summer Edition of Wild Ohio that this
year, for the first time, there will be an Ohio Wildlife Stamp
Photo contest.

The contest is open to Ohio residents 18 years of age and
older. Photos must be submitted by mail and will only be
accepted from August 3 through August 14, 2009. Each
photo must be accompanied by a completed entry form and
fee. One cash prize will be awarded.

Your $12 entry fee not only provides the chance of seeing
your photo on the collectible stamp, but you’ll be helping to
support Ohio’s wildlife.

Photographers are reminded to be respectful of wildlife
and its habitat and not to infringe on the rights of any other
photographer or person.

Visit wildohiostamp.com for complete contest rules.




OUTDOOR WRITERS
OF OHIO

We foster the highest standards
of journalistic skill and integrity
among members, promote the
wise use of natural resources,
defend the environment against
abuse, recognize the media as a
public trust and dedicate ourselves
to truth and conservation without
regard for personal gain.

PRESIDENT
Chip Hart

VICE PRESIDENT
Tim Snyder

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Guy Denny

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Robert Loewendick (2010)
Judy Wells (2010)
Beth Ruth (2010)
Vicki Hart (2011)
Vicki Ervin (2011)
Jamie Kochensparger (2011)

EDITOR OF THE LORE
Joanne Moody
7018 Pilot Knob Ave. NE
Louisville, Ohio 44641
330-875-8477
ejmoody@cannet.com

Did you check?

Those new directories should be in
everyone’s favorite storage place by
now, but I do hope you did take a few
minutes to check to make sure your
name and address and any other
information you submitted is correct.
If not please let me know ASAP. It
seems cell phone numbers and emails
change quite often even when the
address does not. Please keep me
informed, and I will pass along to
others soon after receiving. If for
some reason you did not get a
directory please let Vicki Hart know,
as she has the extra copies.

REMINDER - Directory names
and information are for use by our
members and sponsors, not to be
passed out to wannabes who want to
use but not be a member. I hold all
directory information for a year then
shred before discarding.

New Member

Welcome to our newest member, but if I read the membership form and letter
accompanying it, he is really not a new members, just a renewing member as he stated
he has many fond memories associated with past conferences.

Garry McLaughlin recently reapplied for membership and Vicki Mountz said
‘yes,” he qualifies.
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Garry has recently written a book titled Muskrats, and it is geared toward the
individual who would like to start trapping. The book went on sale May 21 and can
be purchased through the web site http://www.gbso.net/actor/MuskratBook.htm or by
calling him personally at 740-344-6583, and his email is actor] @windstream.net.

He has been a professional for 17 years.

Add him to your new directory, and his address is 145 Hancock St., Newark, Ohio
43055.

Change of Address

When I sent Ralph Ramey (right) his directory,
it came back and I called Jean. It seems Ralph
was recuperating fine and went home and then
fell and broke his hip and landed back in rehab, so
they have taken up a new residence at least for the
time being. The new mailing address is: Ralph
Ramey Jr., 3500 Trillium Xing, Apt. 2031,
Columbus, Ohio 43235-7996.

From the Editor

In the last LORE 1 mentioned it might be the
last edition for me with the new President, but he
sent me a “T would like you to continue, it is done
timely, it is put together well and you enjoy it,” so here goes for another year hopefully.
I give credit to our printer for the put together part.

Well guess what, it is not quite as timely as planned, but we all know some of the
best laid plans go astray.

For those who do not already know, Ed and I had headed to Georgia on Friday, June
26, to visit our son and family. Oh, we arrived safely on Saturday, but come Wednes-
day things took a dramatic change. Ed had been diagnosed with asthma in January,
but apparently it was not asthma, rather his heart decided to not beat the way it was
supposed to and he ended up in the hospital. Not only did he end up there, he had heart
surgery and now has a pacemaker, all very unexpectedly. Fortunately we had arrived at
our destination, but when we left here we had every intention of being at the Fish Ohio
Day. It is a rare day that Ed misses a Fish Ohio Day, and both times it has been un-
planned to miss. Thanks to Celeste, we have a story and some photos to share of the
day.

The Conference was great, and Sandi did a good job of following through with
Vicki’s plans, and if anything did not go as planned on their part I do not think anyone
noticed. We have lots of photos from that weekend and will use more in future editions
of LORE.

Chip wanted to try to set future newsletter deadlines at this time, so we are going to
shoot for September 10, November 10, January 10, March 10 and May 10. I have tried
to work around our schedule and events when setting deadlines and just set them from
one issue to the next, but we will try and see how this works. For the time being,
September 10 will be the next deadline.

There was discussion about how many members want their LORE just sent by email,
but it seems many still want that hard copy to arrive in the mail. Anyone who is not
currently receiving LORE by email and chooses to get it that way, just let me know
before September 10. Otherwise it will arrive snail mail ...

’Til next time, J.
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Fish Ohio Day

by Celeste Baumgartner

Picture sunshine, blue skies, a very
gentle breeze, temperatures in the low 80s.
That was Governor’s Fish Ohio Day 09 —
perfect.

OWO members gathered with others at
the Lake Erie Islands Regional Welcome
Center for the start of a memorable day
on Lake Erie. Despite the economy, life
was good for some of us. Governor Ted
Strickland and other legislators could not
attend as the budget kept them busy in
Columbus.

After a successful morning on the lake
we heard from Larry Fletcher, Ottawa
County Visitors Bureau; Sean Logan,
Director of the Ohio Dept. of Natural
Resources; Lieutenant Governor Lee

Fisher; Francis Strickland; and Dave g —
Graham, Chief, Division of Wildlife. Left to rlght D arcy Egan, Senator George Voinovich, Chip Hart.

“Lake Erie is a treasure” was a sentiment echoed throughout the speeches. The lake generates almost $386 million in state sales tax
and over $200 million in county sales tax.

Mrs. Strickland told us she had caught five fish (Laura Egan was busy filming as Mrs. Strickland baited the hook and then
removed the fish herself). Using the quote, if you give a man a fish he can eat for a day, if you teach him to fish he can eat for a
lifetime, she added: “That may have been true years ago but today once you teach him how to fish there has to be a place to fish,
there have to be fish in that place, and the fish have to be good enough to eat. It is only the Division of Wildlife that we have and
what you all stand for that makes that possible.”

She said Ted (that’s the Governor) is telling his “Cousin Dave” story to everyone. Apparently the governor’s cousin Dave was
talking with a friend on the golf course and they decided to call the governor and suggest that fishing licenses should be free. Noting
the fee they must have paid to be on the golf course, Mrs. Strickland said: “Can you imagine? They were both old enough that their
fishing license cost $10!”

The Division of Wildlife has noticed that tough times tend to bring families together, Chief Dave Graham said.

“We’ve seen a resurgence in fishing in families this year,” Graham said. “We’ve seen the biggest upswing in fishing license sales
this year ... that we’ve seen in my entire career. We’re up over ten percent in fishing licenses over this time last year.”

I’m not sure how many anglers were on hand, but Vicki Mountz said the group filled 15 boats and caught 480 pounds of walleye.
As for me, I caught my first walleye, and it measured 23.5 inches.

Dorothy Wodrlch Scholarship recipient is Dustin Hall

Dustin Hall, the recipient of the Dorothy Wodrich Scholarship for 2009, is a native of Sidney,
Ohio. He graduated from Edison Community College with a two year degree in May of 2008, a
few weeks before graduating from Houston High School in June of that year. He graduated from
Edison with a 4.0 GPA.

He attends Ohio University in Athens, Ohio, and has just finished his junior year. He is taking
courses toward degrees in Outdoor Recreation and Education and Wildlife and Conservation
Biology and plans to continue to work in those fields until receiving his Masters and PhD. He
hopes to get a job, possibly with the U.S. DNR. Along with keeping up the good grades, he also
has a part time job in Athens working within his field. Because of his job he has added Outdoor
Recreation and Education to his list of planned degrees.

His many interests include most anything outdoors. He enjoys camping, hiking, backpacking,
kayaking, swimming and skiing. He is an Eagle Scout and is employed this summer as an
Ecology/Conservation Counselor at a summer Boy Scout Camp in Newark, Ohio. He has traveled
and camped throughout the US with his family and has visited at least 32 National Parks. He also
Dustin Hall is shown Wlth attended Philmont Scout Ranch in Cimarron, New Mexico.

Sally Andreoni who presented L . .
the scholarship. He attended the banquet along with his parents, grandmother and sister. They camped in the

photo by Ed Moody conference area that weekend.

JULY 2009 3



OWO Conference Photos

Left — Past President Celeste
Baumgartner passes the gavel
to new President Chip Hart.

Right — Chip, in turn, thanks
Celeste for serving as President
and gives her a plaque with a
reminding gavel.

Award recipients — seated: Chip Gross, Melissa Hathaway, Chip did make the conference in time to get installed and

Art Weber; standing: Mike Mainhart, Tom Cross, Jeff Frisch- later that evening those in the hospitality room raised their
korn, Larry Moore, Bruce Knodel, Paul Liikala. glasses to toast the untimely arrival of Cole with the following
Apparently Vicki Mountz and Craig Springer bugged out words: “To Vicky and Chip and their new little boy — May he

before the photo was taken. [ill their lives with years of joy — So let’s raise a toast to Cole

Loren Hart — Full of best wishes for a newborn life’s start.”
Steve Pollick said the words and Mike Mainhart happened to
write them down.

For the first time at a conference there was an official

“pajama party” and quite a few did actually show up in their —— ) | . gl ﬂﬂ'ﬂ;’ﬂ!l /
pajamas. If you were at the party you know who the winners Barb Terry, representing TenPoint Crossbow Technologies
were. If you were not there, can you guess? Now check further gt the OWO conference, talks with Steve Pollick about their
along in LORE and learn who actually won for their PJs. product. TenPoint is one of our sponsors.
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More from the
Marietta Conference

We missed Betty and Dave Maurer at the OWO
Conference, but they had a good excuse. Would you
believe they were fixing food for a reception for their
niece who was graduating from high school and did
not invite all of us. Wait until next year!!!

When they gave me that news, they also added
that they had moved into a new wheelchair acces-
sible home. So correct your new directory to read:
15143 E. Mulberry Extended, Bryan, Ohio 43506-
9700 to contact the Maurers by snail mail.

-0- -0- -0- -0- -O-
Chip Gross also sent a note stating that he has

changed his email, so please change to
whchpgross@gmail.com.

Pajama Party winners

Jamey Graham and Ed Moody
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Raid on Wildlife Funds
IS rescinded

—Ed Moody, Legislative Coordinator

Because of the outpouring of concerns from conservationists, sports-
men and the U.S. Sportsman’s Alliance, the section of the Budget Bill
which would have a taken a serious portion of funds generated by
license fees, and perhaps costs thousands of dollars to revise the Divi-
sion of Wildlife’s computers managing license sales has been deleted
from House Bill 1.

As originally proposed, the Bill would have allowed certain groups
to forgo purchasing hunting licenses and permits, and perhaps cost the
Division approximately $4 million over the next two years.

As this goes to press, it’s still unknown the total impact the Budget
Bill, with the blessings of the governor, will have on divisions within
the ODNR.

Most members of the OWO know that Crane Creek State Park on
the shore of Lake Erie was transferred from Parks to the Division of
Wildlife. This caused the brick structured restrooms to be closed,
replaced by porta-potties and the beach closed to swimmers. The
Division of Wildlife does not manage passive recreation facilities such
as swimming and baseball diamonds.

Users of the beach are directed to use the beach at Maumee Bay
Lodge. Nothing has been published about the mid-summer closing of
this beach because of pollution from geese droppings and waste from
the Lodge’s sewage system.

Only time will tell about the impacts other portions of the Budget
Bill will have on the Ohio Department of Natural Resources and the
users of Ohio’s natural resources.

Bass Pro Shops
Pass It On award

The third recipient of the Bass Pro Shop Award was truly caught off
guard this year.

When Larry Moore is at a loss for words, you know he is truly
surprised as was the case this year.

Some of the reasons Larry was nominated and received the award
were for sharing the love of the outdoors with youngsters, starting with
his own children.

Two of his children who started out hunting and fishing have in turn
become safe hunter instructors. Larry has been a Volunteer Hunter
Education Instructor since 1989 and Sponsor and Instructor at the
League of Ohio Sportsmen Coonskin Cap Brigade West Camp since
1989. The camp is for youth ages 11 to 16.

He started the youth programs at the Greene County Fish and Game
Association in the late 1980s, developed and led the first Women and
Guns Day at the Greene County Fish & Game Association in 1989. He
is a volunteer for the NWTF Jakes Program for youth. He reviewed the
Apprentice Hunting License legislation at the request of the Division
of Wildlife and is responsible for getting trapping added to the appren-
tice license options.

This is only a portion of youth activities he has been active in with
family members and friends of his children along with mentoring
youth from non-hunting families. All youth oriented activities have not
been in the line of hunting as there has been camping, fishing and
trapping and sharing his love of the outdoors.



