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The Prez Report

by Chip Hart — OWO President

This summer sure blew by fast. |
say it every year just like everyone g
else and | swear it has to be some type [& &
of psychological illusion. Time moves
the same as it has for eons (it just
feels faster and faster). | didn’t get to
fish as much as | wanted, spend time
in the outdoors as much as | wanted,
or travel as much as | wanted. | just
cut more grass than | wanted.

The outdoors industries — from boats, to tackle, cameras,
camping, outdoors equipment, gear and travel services in
between — the hit has been something to be reckoned with.
There seems to be some upward ticks as | talk with those in
retail and services industries. | know personally of a great
number of marine dealers who have whittled inventory to get
the floor plan monkey off their back; charter captains who
worked hard the last umpteen years building their reputation;
and winding up with a pretty good summer. It is always a case
of the strong surviving.

Regardless of your political leaning or personal economic
situation, this year will likely go down as the most challenging
year anyone living can remember. Everyone has been or knows
someone who has been touched to one degree or another.

Where do we as outdoor media fit in? My opinion (just
mine) is that we are the motivators of people who love the
outdoors. We must continue our jobs as outdoors media by
virtue of telling them where the best places to go are, what
the best quality products are for the money (for those doing
product reviews) and who does the best job (in your educated
“media person” opinion). | think we have an obligation to give
our readers, listeners and viewers our best suggestions and
opinions. Hopefully, those with the wherewithal will carry the
day for the industries and businesses that make the outdoors so
enjoyable.

By the way, when you are looking for future story ideas, |
recommend going the the OWO directory and perusing the
supporting members. | am sure the vast majority have some
good, newsworthy opportunities for all of us. Have a great fall!

Nominees needed for the
Bruce Dawson Award

We have received a plea from Jim Morris, Chairman of the
Bruce Dawson Award, regarding the Bruce Dawson Award.

In the last three years that the Bruce Dawson Award has been
offered to conservation type groups in Ohio, there has been a lack
of nominations.

He wrote that all OWO members should think about worthy
organizations in their areas, contact them to see if they are
interested and encourage them to enter. Members have done a
good job of supporting the fund financially at the convention and
Bruce’s widow Terri has also been very generous. So please get
the word out and make sure we get more applications this year.

Here’s the plan —

Ohio groups send in applications by October 15. The recipient
will receive a plaque and cash prize at the spring convention. So
let’s spread the word NOW and get some good nominees for next
year’s award. Remember, the deadline for us to receive all
nominations this year will be October 15, so here’s what you
should be telling your readers/viewers/listeners:

The Bruce Dawson Memorial Conservation Award will
be presented to one deserving organization from Ohio. It
will consist of a plaque and a cash amount to be
determined by OWO. To be considered for the award, any
non-profit conservation organization can send an email
(500 words or less) to jmorris9@woh.rr.com. It must be
received no later than October 15. Late submissions will
not be considered. Members who receive applications
(email only) should forward them immediately. The name
and phone number of the president or leader of the
organization should be included along with a statement as
to what the group does, a short history, current projects, a
demonstration of financial need and why OWO should
consider it for the award. If possible the applicant should
mention the name of the OWO member who suggested
they enter. Such organizations would include those
involved with habitat, teaching kids about the outdoors
(including shooting sports), promoting outdoor and boating
safety, helping animals and those working with divisions of
the Ohio Department of Natural Resources.

If you have any questions, please email Jim at the above
address.
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Heads up ...

Notice from Tim Snyder regarding
deadlines and submissions for the
craft awards contest:

* Deadlines will be set and held to
the deadline without exception.

¢ The deadline will be 11:59 p.m.,
Saturday, January 30, 2010.

e They can be sent to:
Tim Snyder
7371 Ballentine Pike
Springfield, Ohio 45502

« If there are no entries in a
category, then none will be awarded
that year. Nuf ced.

Supporting Member requests

The Lake Erie Marine Trades Association asked us to mention its forthcoming In
Water Boat Show, but our dates will make it close to publication, so hope readers can
at least catch the end of the show.

They stated, judging by watercraft registration figures, the Ohio counties of Erie,
Ottawa and Huron along the southern shore of Lake Erie contain some of the most
densely-populated boating communities in the country. For that reason, the area will
host the largest in-water boat show on the Great Lakes for the 37th consecutive year at
Cedar Point Amusement Park September 16-20. Adult tickets are $9, while children 12
and under are free. Visitors will be offered the opportunity to take a free sailboat ride
on the Sail Pier, courtesy of Harbor North. More info at www.cedarpointboatshow.com.

Correction notice

Chip Gross notified me we left out a letter in his new email, so please correct to read
whchipgross@gmail.com. Sorry Chip, hope they still found you at the old email.

Book authors

Tom Cross was showing off his first book, Fishing Ohio, at the conference. Now
Tim Snyder is promoting his new 428-page book entitled The Natural Arches and
Pillars of Ohio. The book sells for $29.95 and tells about the longest arch, clusters of
arches, along with many more places where arches can be found.

Ralph Ramey and Chip Gross have books out and that brings me to this reminder:
Anyone who is an OWO member who has authored books that are still available for
sale, if they send me a notation of the title and cost, | will make a list next issue
reminding readers that Christmas will soon be approaching and one of the books may
be just the thing for that person who seems to already have everything.

Retirement

Does anyone remember Fred Snyder, you know that guy who was employed, notice
we did not say worked, at the Ohio Sea Grant and Stone Laboratory?

Well, Fred chose to retire and they had a retirement party for him September 3. Due
to other commitments we were not able to attend and wish him well, so will do so now.
Anyone who wants to send him a note of congratulations, his address is in the
directory.

One personal addition — if he thought he was a busy person, well just wait until he
finds out what “retirement” is really all about. He will soon learn now he really has no
spare time because everyone will say, “Fred’s retired now, call him.”

From the Editor

Boy, this will be short, but just had to take time to say “hello” to our friends who still
know how to read as well as write.

We have been extremely busy this summer between recuperating Ed and spending
time campaigning for our son Jim who is running for Mayor of Toledo. By the time
you all receive this it will either be over or we will be working even harder. One thing
for sure is Toledo would not need to worry about an anti-gun person being in office and
he might even be able to get more fishing along their shore.

This LORE seems to be full of either fishing or printed matter this time, but will be
different next issue in November as it will be dues renewal time and | still have lots of
photos from the conference to fill the pages.

Also — please, if you are emailing something for the LORE, mention it. Otherwise
Ed will think it is just for him.

Hope the summer has been good to you all and keep in touch.
"Til next time,
J.
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Ohio River produced a state record blue catfish

A new state record Blue Catfish has been certified by the Outdoor Writers of Ohio State Record Fish Committee.

The state record Blue Catfish, weighing 96 pounds, is only the second blue catfish to fulfill a new state record category that was
established in 2008.

Chris Rolph of Williamsburg was fish-

ing for catfish from a boat on the Ohio
River near Cincinnati in the early morning
hours of June 11, when he hooked and
landed a 54’ inch blue catfish with a 36 - o
inch girth, weighing 96 pounds. Upon B _ =
landing the fish after a 30 minute battle, 2 :
his fishing partner that night, Jon Owens =
of Amelia, knew they had just boated a
new state record catfish, and the pair 2 el
immediately headed back to Schmidt Field = SN APF 3
ramp from where they had launched. Later | :
that morning, Rolph, who kept the fish -
alive in a large aerated stock tank, had the / y
E %

Rolph’s record blue catfish was caught ; Ayt

using cut skip jack for bait at approxi- .—v"” 4, -

fish weighed on certified scales.

mately 12:45 a.m. The fishermen caught
five small catfish before hooking the state
record. Rolph wanted to release the fish t
unharmed, therefore, special arrangements I . Avibs ek

were made to have the fish examined and Chris Rolph (left) and Jon Owens lift a state re
photographed that morning by the chairman

of the OWO State Record Fish Committee. Afterwards, the record blue catfish was safely released into a large farm pond.

ok =%

cord 96-Ib. Blue Catfish

Rolph’s blue catfish replaces the previous record held by Keith Setty from Lynchburg, who caught a 57 pound, 3.2 ounce blue
catfish from the tailwaters of Meldahl Dam on the Ohio River.

Joint studies conducted by the Ohio Division of Wildlife and Kentucky Fish & Wildlife found blue catfish populations in the lower
Ohio River were substantial enough to warrant down-listing the species from endangered to species of special concern. Down-listing
the blue catfish opened up sport fishing opportunities for anglers on the Ohio River, resulting in the fish being added to the state
record fish list by the Outdoor Writers of Ohio.

Ohio Division of Wildlife fisheries biologist Doug Maloney, at Wildlife District Five, identified Rolph’s catch as a blue catfish.
Blue catfish is the largest growing catfish in the Ohio River, often weighing in excess of 100 pounds. The Kentucky state record blue
catfish is 104 pounds and was also caught from the Ohio River.

Ohio state record fish are certified by the Outdoor Writers of Ohio State Record Fish Committee. Assisting in the process is
fisheries biologists with the Ohio Division of Wildlife.

For more information on Ohio’s state record fish program, contact Tom Cross, Chairman, OWO State Record Fish Committee, at
937-386-2752 or log onto www.outdoorwritersofohio.org.

A fun day of fishing
in Lake County

The game is called fishing, not necessarily catching,
but the guys on Ron Johnson’s Thumper II boat had it
all on the day that Lake County and Ron Johnson
furnished a boat and food for a great day on Lake FErie.

Jeff Frischkorn and the Lake County Visitors Bur-
eau, through host Bob Ulas, invited OWO members
for a day of fishing and those in the photo are the ones

who responded. Severe rain had been expected, but . \

Johnson apparently had the right person on the prayer RV . L \ 1 _

committee for a good day and his request for a good From left: Mike Tontimonia, Jeff Frischkorn, Mike Mainhart Jr., Ed
day was answered. The guys even let Ed Moody catch  Moody, Paul Liikala, Steve Pollick and Capt. Ron Johnson.

the biggest fish of the day, a steelhead. photo by Joanne Moody
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Two more Ohio record fish

In case word did not get to you all ... Tom Cross sent us word about two new sunfish
records that were set recently.

Douglas Koenig of Salem, Ohio, caught a 1.32 pound Warmouth Sunfish in a farm pond in
Mahoning County on July 19. It was 10% inches long with a girth of 117 inches. This beat
the prior record set in May of 2006. The previous record was 1.19 pounds and 10% inches
long.

Scott Boykin of Uniontown, Ohio, caught a 1.10 pound Pumpkinseed Sunfish in a farm
pond in Portage County. The fish was 107 inches long. He used wax worms for bait on June
12 to land this new record. The previous record was % of a pound and 9/ inches long.

Both new records were certified by personnel from the DOW District 3 office.
See Page 3 of this issue of LORE for information about a new state record blue catfish.

. A Y .
Douglas Koenig

Scott Boykin

Return of an old sports show
and
debut of a new one

—sent to us by Jack Kiser

WHAT — 1st Annual Tri-County Outdoors Show
WHERE - Alliance National Guard Armory
WHEN - February 13 and 14, 2010

WHAT — 13th Earlybird Outdoors Sportshow
WHERE - Stow National Guard Armory

WHEN - March 13 and 14, 2010

The show producer is Buckeye Angler Multimedia; the contact person is Jack Kiser of
Outdoor Writers of Ohio; and the host is Buckeye Angler TV show.

Jack asked us to spread the word, so here it is, but contact him at this email address:
jackkiser88 @yahoo.com/www.buckeyeangler.com.

Boy, are we getting a
new feature called
“Keep them in mind” ...

Please ...
Please ...
PLEASE!!

If you move, send us
your change of address.
Nearly every issue of
LORE | get a couple of
newsletters returned for
address correction.

* Rob Lowendick had to have heart surgery
recently. Then when everything seemed to be
going well, he had a setback when his heart
went out of rhythm, but he is on the mend
again.

* Ed Moody got his checked yesterday, and
the pacemaker is working fine.

e Keep Ralph Ramey in mind along with
Mike Moore and hope all keeps going positive
for them.

Legislative Report

—by Ed Moody

There are two legislative proposals
which members of OWO should know
about.

e The first is a federal proposal known
as SB-2009. According to information, this
bill, if passed, will require all filers of the
Federal Income Tax Form 1040 to list
every firearm they either own or have in
their possession. As written, the proposal
will require fingerprints of the owners or
caretakers of the firearms. In addition,
there will be a tax of $50.00 per firearm.
There are also other requirements that are
too numerous to list here. To learn more
about the proposal, log onto any govern-
ment Internet website and type in HR45.

 The other legislative matter is Ohio
Issue 2 that will create an Ohio Livestock
Care Standards Board. It is believed that
the only groups opposed to Issue 2 are the
animal rights organizations that have their
own agenda on this matter. They have a
proposal that they were going to place on
the ballot next year that will place their or-
ganizations at the helm of a Livestock Care
Standard Board. The Ohio Farm Bureau is
urging voters to vote Yes on Ohio Issue 2.
To become more informed about Issue 2
log onto www.OhioLivestockCare.com.

News from
Patty McNutt

Patty has been having some rough days
recently, but she has not forgotten us.

She and her husband Don lost their son
Don on June 23. This is the second adult
child they have lost in less than three years.
Sometimes we think we are having a bad
day and looking at this maybe it wasn’t
such a bad day after all. Our sympathy,
Patty and Don.

She also sent us some information to
alert us to some things that are happening.
Since space is getting short this time, I will
tell some more in the next issue, but the
website is www.prfamerica.org. She stated
there is a chance this can and will happen
in Ohio, so check for yourself and I will
also.

Seen on a church sign:

Go the Extra Mile ...
It’s never crowded!
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